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Comg. sit down
“ g1th me and
1stén Den
= 2nise i
i Smith
has tales to
ra
make you shiver

m 1V his is just one omall episode from an immensely

| rich store of macabre events and creepy
apparitions in Canterbury ™, 53y John Hippisiey, 8 ming
of infarmation when it comes 1o spooks. He rumns the
Canterbury Ghost Tour, whach he leads through the
darkened sreets af the City. suitably dressed in Lop
hat and black cape, e provides a commentary that
comiines his own ghaost pyunting expenences with a
dese of topical yumeoaar

One of lohn's stores 5 about @ woman called
Abigail, whose spirit, e S2ys. (Emains Upstairs in &
uilding in Hawks Road, Apparently she committed
suicide after years ol abuse at the hands of hef
hiushand. However hve got his coMme-Uppance Police
drew the wiong conciusions and her hushand was tried
and hanged for Abigail's murder.

Anather ks about an ectate agent in 5t Margarel’s
strest. John talts of a girl dressed in grey clothing
that on a number of orrasions was seen entering
through the front door, walking up the stairs and
then disappearing. e says That later, the skeleton of
5 waman was fount under floorboards, hef bones

s o wrapped in 3 plece af grey cloth
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i en are working late renov um
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t,‘ aving cut of Canterbury, there have

been many spooky events reported
along the coast. The remasning half of the
Roman fort at Recuber that hasn't fallen into
the sea, gave up a gruesome secref back in
the 60s. An archaeological dig discovered
the bodies of 11 infant skeletons positioned
within the foundations — in those times
small babies were not treasured like they are
today. Late at night the pitiful cries of babies
are now said to be heard

# Haunted Canterbury by John Hippésley, 2009, (RRP £9.99)
» Ghost Storkes from Faversham, 1995 - available from the

Fleur de Lis Heritage Centre, Faversham

& Paranarmal Eent by Nefl Amold, 2010, (RRP £9.99)

# Shadows in the Nave: 4 Guide to the Haunted Churches of
England by Paul Adams, Eddie Brazil and Peter Underwood,
2011 (RRP £15.99)

very theatre, they say, !
has its ghost, and the }
old Marlowe Thealre was i
no different. From 1967 {
| omwands, a figure was
occasionally spotted on the
right-hand side of the stage.
Time will tell whether the |
ghost has “survived’ the ]
demolition and rebuild. i
! Most of the ghosts reported
. do seem 1o be quite harmiess.
It &5 sadd that a miserable
looking figure, frequently seen |
in a property in Burgate, has |
| now noticeably cheered up
since a skedeton was found in
the area.

I you're ludky you could
| catch a glimpse of a one-

.I" © time Mayor of Canterbury

cheerfully riding his bike J
anound the streets of his
beloved City. Or if you're in |
The Old Weaver's House, i
currently a restaurant, you {
could make out a lady in grey |
waalking up the stairs. An i
empioyee of a shop along The
Parade daims a figure in black |
walks through the hop walls. |

" It appears that apparitions
are not restricted 1o
people. It is alleged that
an escaped beopard that
lived in countryside around
Canterbury for eight months
before being shot, can still be
seen roaming the fields.
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| the building who lived and died
upstairs sometime in the 19th
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century.
A 19905 repodt in the
Sunday Tabegraph claimed Canterbury Ghost Tour
that Faversham was the most Turn up at Alberrys Wine Bar, 5t Margaret’s Street on Friday or

haunted town n Britain. From
footsteps in empty apartments
to terrifying poltergests,
Faversham apparently has an

| Saturday at 8pm. Also available s an evening tour with thies-
course meal for pre-booked groups of 15 or mone and daytime
tours between 10am to 5pm pre-bocked groups only. Call 0845
5120267 or email bockings@canterburyghasttourcom, There ks a

abundance of stories. Halloween Special on Monday 31 October at 9.30pm, which much
O such is that of be pre-booked.
’ The Shipwright's Arms at
: Hollowshore, near Faversham, Whitstable Ghost Tour
where there are reports of Sundays only, tour the strangely named alleyways and lanes and
sightings of an old sasor hear stories of smuggling, murder, and death by misadventure,

Pre-booked groups of 15 or more only, Call 0845 5190267 or
email bookings@canterburyghosttour.com.

1 accompanied by the smell of
rum and tobacco. It is said that

. one Chrstmias Eve sometime

, during the 19th century, the sole Haunted River Tours

. sunvivor of a ship wreck managed | Take an Edwardian-style punt on a candlefit ghost hunting
1o crawd 1o the pub, It was well trip through the historic centre of Canterbury, With your
after dosing time so the landiord traditionally dressed chauffewr, sit comiortably on a spacious,

.| mgnaned the tapping at the door. cushioned seat and wrap up warm (or hidel) in cosy tartan
| I the morning he found the blankets, Call: 07786 332666 or email:
| - sailor's body propped up outside. info@canterburypunting.co.uk to book.

As can be seen, the [
| Canterbury locale certainly has
a murky history, with murder
and misadventure aplenty,
Whether you beleve in ghosts
or not, they certainly make
for interesting reading. With
| Halloween coming up, perhaps

host Tours at Ehepherﬂ Neame
rewery, Favyersham

On Saturday 29 October and Sunday 30 you can find out about
unexplained happenings and sightings as actors bring some of
the ghostly tales to fe, Call: 01795 542285,

b i

Reculver Towers

The IMDIEX magatine Ociober 2011 -

| you could spice up the night et This English Heritage property is open for free during daylight
with your own round of creepy r Fr —— i hours. For more details see www.english-heritage. ong.uk
+ story-telling. After all, that's — — -
| how we got Frankenstein| L i - e
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